281-A:2 Definitions

281-A:2 XI. "Injury" or "personal injury" as used in and covered by this chapter means
accidental injury or death arising out of and in the course of employment, or any occupational
disease or resulting death arising out of and in the course of employment, including disability due
to radioactive properties or substances or exposure to ionizing radiation. "Injury" or "personal
injury" shall not include diseases or death resulting from stress without physical manifestation,
except that, if an employee meets the definition of an "emergency response/public safety worker"
under RSA 281-A:2, V-c, the terms "injury" or "personal injury" shall also include acute stress
disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder. "Injury" or "personal injury" shall not include a
mental injury if it results from any disciplinary action, work evaluation, job transfer, layoff,
demotion, termination, or any similar action, taken in good faith by an employer. No
compensation shall be allowed to an employee for injury proximately caused by the employee's
willful intention to injure himself or injure another. Conditions of the aging process, including
but not limited to heart and cardiovascular conditions, shall be compensable only if contributed
to or aggravated or accelerated by the injury. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, "injury" or
“personal injury" shall not mean accidental injury, disease, or death resulting from participation
in athletic/recreational activities, on or off premises, unless the employee reasonably expected,
based on the employer's instruction or policy, that such participation was a condition of
employment or was required for promotion, increased compensation, or continued employment.

281-A:2 V-c. "Emergency response/public safety worker" means call, volunteer, or regular
firefighters; law enforcement officers certified under RSA 106-L; certified county corrections
officers; emergency communication dispatchers; and rescue or ambulance workers including
ambulance service, emergency medical personnel, first responder service, and volunteer
personnel.

[RSA 281-A:17-c effective January 1, 2021.]

281-A:17-c Acute Stress Disorder and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder; Presumption. —
Notwithstanding RSA 281-A:2, XI and XIII, RSA 281-A:16, and RSA 281-A:27, there shall be a
prima facie presumption that acute stress disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder in an
emergency responder, as defined in RSA 281-A:2, V-c are occupationally caused.
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